Approved For Release 2008/07/22 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007100460005-1 25X

>
W’ ‘
CLASSIFICATION CONTF IDSHTI-.L
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT
INFORMATION REPORT ° ¢p no.
COUNTRY USSR (Kuybyshev Oblast) 'DATE DISTR. 4 November 1355
SUBJECT  Flight Training by VDA in Syzren " NO. OF PAGES 5
zﬁﬁggo m%is%"s _ 25X1
DATE OF 'SUPPLEMENT TO
INFO. REPORT NO.
I— 25X1
418 DOCUKENT CONTAINS ™y e Tions 193 :,- - .
5?53“3?3-1'&%:9“&&'5,3: -E-:M»-;«,’-o; TAS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

: l"ﬂulﬂ'lbl'u' mnmmnunumnmmm )

. ‘ 25X1
Attached is‘ forvarded eas received.

; 25X1
Couments:

1. The expansion of VDA in the title of this report is Verwaltung der Acrokluba, .
a cover fame for the Cast German air force.

2. In $his report the city name, Kuibiahev, has been -misspelled and ahou.ld be

Kuybyshev.
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1. Upon completion of a preparatory course in Piunow and Pirna/Sonnenatein
between January and September 1952, the 400th VPL School/HVL transferred
to the USSR in September 1952. The siudents, accompanied by about 10
Soviet officers wearing civilian cloihes, were shipped by rail to
Syzren (5311 N 4827 E) via Brest Litovsk - lioscow and Kuibishev (5312 N/
5009 k). In Moscow, the students wer: shown the most interesting places
during e one-day halt. 1 mhe course in the USSR lasted from 1 October
1952 to about 22 October 1953. The students ware quartered in a two~-
story brick building of a Soviet headguarters on the southern edge
of Syzran. The kitchen and messhalls were housed in a separate
_building. The two buildings of the course were surrounded by a board
"'‘fence and thus separated from the buildings of the Soviet headquarters
which housed a Soviet Infantry regiment. Some of the Soviet instructors
were quartered in the buildings of the Soviet headquarters and others
apparently were quartered in the town. The sentries who guarded the
installation were furnished by the Soviet Infantry regiment.
2. The training course comprised:
a. The chiefs of the course including:
1 Soviet supervisor with the rank of lieutenant colonel,
1 Soviet instruction leader with the rank of major,
1 German instruction leader, Captain Raatz (fnu), about
36 years old, 175 cm tall, strictly following the communist
party line, now chief of the lst Aeroclub,?
1 Soviet political officer with the rank of major,
about 15 Soviet officers in charge of theoretical training,
some of them belonged to various branches of the Soviet Army and,
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during the course, wore Soviet iir sorce uniforms; and, avoub
25 3oviet officers, who served as flight instructors,
detached from unidentified units.

b. About 10 Soviet officers and NCOs acting as interpreters.

c. A total of 280 Germam officers of the VPL who ware subdivided
into 4 zroups of 70 gach.

3. From 1 October until about 28 December 1952, theoretical training only,
wag given daily from 0800 to 130C and from 1530 to 1930. Private
studies were held from 2030 to 2200. Instruction included the following subjects:

political indoctrination
aircraft engines
airframes

radio

aqui,ment
navigation
aerodynamics
neteorology

piloting of sircraft
parachuting

basic treining
firearms practice
eports

Russian language

Every Saturday, the studenis were engaged in basic training and aiso used
the showers. .he courses were given in Russian by Soviet officers, who ere
specialists in the various subjects given. Ihe interpreters translated the
ingtruction sentence by sentence. During these theoretical lessons, the
subjects which had been given in the theorestical preparatory course in
Finnow (near Angerwuende) and in Prina were generally repeated. Gvery

week, 4 hcours of political indoctrination by the Joviet politicel officer,
in addition to 6 hours of private political study and the required students’
reports on special topics. 411 of the studenss were convinced communists oY
at least appeared as such. About 10 percent were fanatics.

Flight training was conducted on Ysak-186s and Yak-llz at 4 auxiliary
airfields located around Syzran. Mhe uzizcraft were maintained by Soviet
technicians and nechanics with whom the Gernans had only very loose
contact. It could not be determined which units or schools furnished

the airera’t. Each student was scheduied to practice flying on Yak-18s for
&0 hours snd on Yak-lls also for 60 hours. The following flizhts were
actually mades

(1) Local flights: 4 turns of 90 degrees at altitudes between
150 -and 200 meters; after thre landing, btaxying
nack to the take-oif poiut, with the instructor.
(2) Llocal flights: seme as iten (1), -but 3 or 4 circuits in
succession, with go-around procedures after
short touch-downs.
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(3) Local flights: same as items (1) and {(2), without instructor.
The students were permitted to solo after 4C to
60 take-offs with the instructor, depending on
the student's power of couprehension.

{4) High-altitude flights: in the air agace over airfield with
the instruector at altitudes hetween 3,500 ard
4,000 meters, without oxyzer supply.

{5) ligbts in the area of about 20 km around the field: wi%h
instructor.

—~
[=)Y
~—

serobaticss introduction by the instructor into the "fijure
program” of aerobatics; the stucent had to
fly the individual figures of %he program in
solo flight. The program included:
diving, Imnelmann turn,, roll, spins and loors.

(7) Flying in an element of two.
{3) Instrument flight.

{$) rerachuting: each student had to make 2 jumps including 1
jump during the winter term and 1 jump during
the suurer btern. or these parachute juups, a
Li-2 transport was used.

Pror October 1952 %o iarch 1953, 20 students sere reglaced because
of physical unfitness. 3

fhe four suxiliary airfislds used for fligh¥ trairing were located

%0 to 40 km around Syzran. Thay had a firm grass cover winich was in
pror condition. bach of the 4 training groups alternstely practiced

at one of the airfields. lhe students were hauled to the fiells oo
frucizs. Ahk the individual aixfields there were only & or 3 bewporary
puiidings nousing the Flight control stabticn, workshe. and a zuard. he
rainseneace personuel were apparently not gquartered ot the fields. e
indtvidusl landing fields measured abouis 850 z 600 meters.

it the ess of the training course in late Octeber 1905, an exeminaztion
was held sefors a Soviet commission which consisted of the flight
inshructors and the caiefs ¢f the course. Ths exaninztion included
preciical tlying and theoretical knowledge. 4

Eaeh siudent received a monthly pay oi 600 rubles wmi
could purchase sone juods in a shop housed in the guertering builcing .
oot was issued in sufficient quantity vut there was no variety.

iftor arriving in Syzram, all of the students were issued Sovied
wiilorms without service color or rank insignis. The mood among the
students changed. The long service hours and strict separation from

the population snd nembers of the Soviet army had a tad effect on their
merale. ilight training was done with great passion. During tae trip to

th whick he
exr
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Syzran, where the students were trucked to the siowers om 3Jaburdeys,
it was striotly forbidden for them to talk to one acother. <the
individual traianing groups were always kept in close formations.

The students returned to Zast Germany over the shme route they had
Yaken %o the USSR. After their arrival in the 5.3, they were
sransferred to the 3 aeroclubs.
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